Third Sunday of Advent, Year C 15 December 2024

((_? PYMBLE CATHOLIC PARISH

SACRED HEART & OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR

Building a Christ-centred community of Love and Mercy

Pymble Parish is under the Pastoral care of the Salvatorian Fathers
CELEBRATING YEAR OF PRAYER
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ADVENT PRAYER

S “—
POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER ?

K INTENTION FOR G
~ . DECEMBER | | i
For pilgrims of hope
Baptisms at
Pymble Parish We pray that this Jubilee Year strengthen £ : £
our faith, helping us to recognise the Risen Prayer or the Int.ercessmn 0
Our upcoming Baptism Formation Christ in our daily lives, and that it may Blessed Francis Jordan
Classes will be held on: transform us into p”grims of Christian hope. Lord Jesus Christ, Saviour of the world, you called Francis
Mary of the Cross Jordan to be your apostle, to make God
known and loved by all people everywhere, using all the
means your love inspires. You filled him with universal
Wednesday, 19 FEbruary 2025 apostolic zeal, with a deep trust in God's loving providence,
A warm Welcome with a profound spirit of prayer, with a sincere devotion to
Mary, Mother of the Saviour, and with the courage to
7:30pm to all our ( follow you, even into the mystery of the Cross.
Parishioners and Grant also to me the grace to proclaim the Gospel in this
at Sacred Heart Church spirit, and make me an effective apostle in today's world,

visitors who are
articipating in
the Parish office on p p g ]
9144 2702 or via email on Mass with us this
Office@pymblecatholicparish.org.au weekend.

Through the intercession of Blessed Francis Jordan, | pray
to you for my special needs (include your personal
intention). [ make this prayer through you, my Saviour, who
lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, forever
and ever. Amen.

Bookings are essential, please contact

www.sds.org.au

www.pymblecatholicparish.org.au




Parish Team

PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOLS

Pastoral care Youtube QR code:
. Lt BT
Salvatorian Fathers Al
R

Parish Priest: Fr. Ireneusz Czech SDS
Email: fr.irek@pymblecatholicparish.org.au
Youtube: youtube.com/@IreneuszCzech

Parish Staff

Parish Secretary: Daniela Foote

Email: daniela@pymblecatholicparish.org.au
Assistant Secretary: Claudia Chen

Email: claudia@pymblecatholicparish.org.au

Sacramental & CCD Coordinator: Rebecca Lloyd-Jones
Email: rebecca@pymblecatholicparish.org.au

SACRED HEART

Principal: Kerry Paxton
Telephone: (02) 7256 2142
www.shpdbb.catholic.edu.au

QUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR

Principal: Jodi Jefferson
Telephone: (02) 7256 2101
www.olpsdbb.catholic.edu.au

Parish Mass Times

Sacred Heart
2 Richard Porter Way, Pymble NSW 2073

Weekdays:
Tuesday to Friday 9:00am

Rosary: Tuesday to Friday after morning Mass
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Friday after morning Mass

Weekend:
Sunday: 9:30am and 6:00pm

Reconciliation:
Friday 8:45am
Sunday 5:30pm

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour
64 Kendall St, West Pymble, NSW, 2073

Weekend:
Saturday: 9:00 am

Saturday: 5:00 pm (Vigil Mass)
Sunday: 8:00 am (Quiet Mass)

Reconciliation:
Saturdays 9.30 am

Contact details

Address: 2 Richard Porter Way, Pymble, NSW 2073
Postal address: PO BOX 231 Turramurra NSW 2074
Telephone: (02) 9144 2702

Email: office@pymblecatholicparish.org.au
Website: www.pymblecatholicparish.org.au

Office hours: Monday to Thursday 8.30am to 4pm &
Friday 8.30am to 1pm

For information about Weddings please contact
Daniela in the Parish Office.
For information about the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
Reconciliation and First Eucharist, please contact
Rebecca at rebecca@pymblecatholicparish.org.au

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour Primary School
Mini Vinnies at OLPS

OLPS has a thriving Mini Vinnies group who have dedicated weekly lunch
times all year to helping those who are less fortunate than themselves. |
want to thank all the students who came along for their dedication and hard
work this year. Below are some reflections on their work from 3 of our
leaders. Miss Anderson

At Mini Vinnies we cheer up others by making cards for the elderly, creating
stickers for the meals we provide and sending decorating little messages for
graduating Yr 12 students. We do this to see smiles on these people's faces.
By doing this we are continuing the mission of the Church by giving and
spreading love, joy and hope. We gather kids of all ages to come and help us
create these magnificent creations. Before we start creating we say a prayer
and ask the Lord to help us see the deepest needs of people. At our school,
we show compassion and help everyone. - By Rose

In Term 3 Week 9 some aged care residents came to visit. This prompted us
to think about how some elderly people are very lonely. We thought we
could create some Christmas cards for them. Every spare minute | had |
searched for lovely Christmas card ideas that students of all ages could
make. Finally, | found them, a pretty card with 3D bauble baubles so |
created instructions and Miss Anderson and other staff cut out the circles.
Lucia, Rose and | instructed everybody to create these beautiful cards.

By Emily

We have worked very hard this year in Mini Vinnies. At the start of the year,
we focused on making stickers for The Dish meals that our parents and
teachers provide. As winter crept closer the Mini Vinnies team organised
Snug-as-a-Bug Day, where students K-6 were able to have a small experience
of the chilly conditions like those experiencing homelessness might suffer
from night after night. On the day we were not allowed heaters and all the
windows were open on a super cold day. Everyone enjoyed the fun
activities, raised money for Vinnies and developed some empathy for those
experiencing homelessness. Once Snug as a Bug day was over we were also
visited by aged care residents, where we performed songs and much more.
In Term 4 we started to create Christmas cards with paper baubles baubles
Miss Anderson realised we had to make over a hundred cards. She had us
working like elves in Santa's shop. ALL of this happened in the span of about
seven months! - By Lucia



http://youtube.com/@IreneuszCzech
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WHAT’S ON IN OUR PARISH THIS WEEK

PLANNED-GIVING

Sunday, 15 December Friday, 20 December
Third Sunday of Advent YOTS Collection
8:00am  Mass at OLPS (Quiet Mass) 9:00am Mass at Sacred Heart followed by
9:30am  Family Mass at Sacred Heart Adoration and Litany to the Sacred
6:00pm  Mass at Sacred Heart Heart of Jesus The First Collection goes to the upkeep of
the clergy, Salvatorian Regional Office and
g%%sday, 1:/|Dece:nsber d Heart Saturday, 21 December the Broken Bay Diocese sustentation funds.
-Jdam asg a gcre ea Collect of St Peter Canisius, priest, doctor
7:30pm  Charismatic Prayer Group (Optional) The Second Collection goes towards
Wednesday, 18 December 9:00am  Mass at OLPS with morning prayer maintaining our Churches and the upkeep of
9:00 |\;| (s d Heart 10:00am Christmas Mass Children’s Choir Practice the Parish, supporting the ministries of our
-oam ass at sacred Hea 10:45am  Christmas Mass Nativity Play Practice Parish (including our Sacramental programs
;ng;m 3:?3 Egﬁo(xsﬁ?: rMass 5:00pm - Mass at OLPS and Catechist work), helping us continue our
Sunday, 22 December good works and loving outreach.
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Thursday, 19 December .
y 8:00am  Mass at OLPS (Quiet Mass) We are so grateful for your ongoing support.

9:00am Healing Mass at Sacred Heart :
_ ) 9:30am  Mass at Sacred Heart
9:30am  Morning Tea 6:00pm  Mass at Sacred Heart First Collection Second Collection

The Rosary is recited after all weekday Masses

Parish Prayer Zone

Praying for others gets our focus off ourselves and onto the needs of those around us. As we “carry each other’s burdens,” we “will fulfil the law of
Christ” (Galatians 6:2). Praying for each other makes us stronger and helps us to grow our faith and Christian love.

Recently Deceased:
Wendy Berrill, Mathilde Perl, Leslie Cashman, Dr Murray John Littlejohn, Christopher Wilkinson, Molly Anstee, Marie Burt

Death Anniversaries:
Tony Awad, Peter O’Sullivan, José Antonio Sanchez, Silvya Gomez, Teresa Peralta, Franciszek Lucjan Skrodzki, Bernardino Castillo,

Prayers for the sick:
Josephine and Badih Hajje, Catherine Sanchez, Pamela Seaman, Joseph Hendryjanto, Margaret Browne, Danny Ung

Weekly prayer intention:

This week, we pray for hearts filled with joy as we prepare to welcome Jesus this Christmas. Amen.

If you would like the names of your relatives to be included in the prayer list (anniversary of deaths, recently deceased, illnesses, wedding
celebration or anniversaries, birthdays, etc.) please contact the Parish Office by midday each Wednesday. Remember that due to privacy policy,
names of the sick can only be put on the bulletin with permission of the immediate family. This list will be updated every month and we would
appreciate if we are advised of any updates. Thank you.

Lighting the Advent Wreath

Third Candle - The Candle of Joy

Priest: In the Third Week of Advent, we are called to respond to the gifts and graces we received in our baptism NN
"Does my life today fulfil the expectations and responsibilities of bearing the name of Christian?" What are we doing
for the hungry, the oppressed, the sick, the lonely? Do we truly care about the needs of others? Do we accomplish

cheerfully all that is expected of us in the work place or the classroom?

Meditation: "He will baptise you in the Holy Spirit and in fire." (Luke 3:16)

Light the pink candle.
Priest: Almighty and loving God, Your Son has taught us the way to live as Your children. We were blessed in our baptisms
with special gifts and graces, and still there are times when we find it hard to be all that we should be. We ask for an

increased awareness of the needs of others and for the courage to stand up for those who cannot stand up for
themselves. Please, God, help us to live in Your grace that all who know us will know You and Your love.

The Penitential Rite follows
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Join in our online silent
auction supporting the
Pymble parish

Scan or click the QR code below
to review auction items and bid

Christmas Online Auction

Start 1am
Sunday
8 December

End 11:45pm
Sunday
15 December

3& * tinyurl.com/4hz8tsmt

Items may be collected from the
Parish office during office hours
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Thank You to Our Catechists!

This year, we have been truly blessed by the dedication of our
Catechists, who have generously shared their time and talents to
nurture the faith of our students. To express our gratitude, we
recently hosted a special afternoon tea in their honour.

It was also an opportunity to farewell Michele, our outgoing CCD
Coordinator, whose leadership and passion have been an inspiration to
us all. Michele, you will be greatly missed, and we wish you every
blessing in the future.

Although Rebecca, our new CCD Coordinator, couldn’t join us on the
day, we are excited to welcome her to the role and look forward to her
leadership and contributions in the coming year.

A special thank you to all our Catechists, including those who couldn’t
attend, for their continued support of this vital ministry.

Photo (left to right):
Roselle, Therese,
Margaret, Nina,
FrIrek, Jo & Michele.

'Your contributions

. bring faith alive in our
community, and we
are deeply grateful

- for everything you
do!

We are still in need of more Catechists for next year. If you can help or
would like to learn more, please contact the parish office. Your support
can make a big difference!

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to the businesses who
supported our silent auction. Your generosity helps make a
difference in our community.
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Genuine French-style market baskets impaorted from Morocco




Father Chris Rileys

youth

off the streets®

Reminder: December frozen meal donations for the Father Chris

Riley’s Youth Off The Streets program should be dropped of at
the Parish office between 9am and 10am on Friday, 20 December
2024. At 10am sharp, the meals will be transported to Youth Off
The Streets.

Collections are scheduled for the third Friday of each month
except January. The program will return in 2025 with the first

collection on Friday, 21 February 2025.

Thank you for your support during the year. We wish you and
your family a happy Christmas and all of the very best for 2025.

Message from Fr. George Kolodziej

Annual Salvatorian Seminary Appeal 2024

On behalf of the Salvatorian Fathers, | would
like to wholeheartedly thank you for all your
prayers, and most kind donations towards
our Salvatorian Seminary Appeal in 2024.
Every amount donated helps contribute
financially towards the 12 seminarians currently in formation in the
Philippines. As the financial cost is quite substantial at $14,000 for
each seminarian annually, and with a vision to welcome another 3
candidates in 2025, we greatly appreciate your continued financial
support, which is vital towards the formation of future vocations in
Australia. May God bless you in abundance, Fr. George Kolodziej
SDS, Superior of the Salvatorians, Australian Region.

Children are welcome to join us at our Children’s liturgy at
Sacred Heart Church. Children’s Liturgy is a great way to ¢ %
engage and nourish the children of our Parish with God’s &% ¥ 0

Word. Our final session at Sacred Heart will be at our KMJ’
9:30am Mass on Sunday, 15 December. \

Thank you to all of our Children’s Liturgy Leaders who have assisted us

with leading the sessions over the past year. It is such a wonderful
faith enriching experience for the children of our Parish.

Sacred Heart Year 6 Graduation Mass

On Wednesday the 12th of December, we celebrated the Year 6
students from Sacred Heart Catholic School at their Graduation Mass,
celebrated by Father Irek. It was a beautiful occasion filled with
gratitude and blessings.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to Mrs Laura Munce for her
exceptional preparation of the students, and to Mrs Kerry Paxton and
families for their presence and support.

We wish all our graduates the very best as they embark on their Year 7
journey. May God bless you all.

Father Zachary Visits Pymble Parish

We were blessed to have Father Zachary Lewis OSPPE visit our parish
this week. Father Zachary led a wonderful mission, giving talks,
hearing confessions, and celebrating Mass. We are grateful for his
time and spiritual guidance. We look forward to welcoming him back
to Pymble Parish in the
future.




Saturday, 7 and Sunday, 8 December
Parish Mission
Introductory talk at all Masses

Monday, 9 to Wednesday, 11 December

Parish Mission

9:00am Mass at Sacred Heart

Special homily and talk after Mass

7:00pm Talk then Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament and parish reconciliation

Thursday, 19 December

Healing Mass and

Christmas Celebration for Seniors

9:00am Mass Sacred Hean followed by
Morning Tea

Pymble Catholic Parish

Sacred Heart Church

2 Richard Porter Way Pymbile NSW 2073
Our Lady of Perpetual Succour Church
64 Kendall Street West Pymble NSW 2073
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Christmas: Pymble Parish

Pymble Catholic Parish Christmas Events

Tuesday, 24 December
Christmas Eve

Sacred Heart

4:30pm Carols

5:00pm Family Mass
9:00pm Mass

11:30pm Carols
Midnight Mass

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour
4:30pm Carols

5:00pm Family Mass

Wednesday, 25 December
Christmas Day

Sacred Heart

7.45am Christmas Mass

9:30am Chnistmas Mass

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour
8:00am Christmas Mass

Thursday, 26 December
Boxing Day Mass
9:00am Sacred Heart

Wednesday, 1 January
Solemnity, Mary Holy Mother of God
9:00am Sacred Hear

www.pymblecatholicparish.org.au

www.facebook.com/glow.syd

www.instagram.com/glow.sydneyy/

W carifle
Order your Christmas gifts now!

Hand crafted soy scented candles, melts and hampers for
all occasions individually made with love.

Pick up from Sacred Heart Church

Contact Julie on glow.sydney@hotmail.com

+
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* Pymble Catholic Parish

Chnistmas Break,

Parish groups taking a break over the
Christmas New Year period will resume as below

Office: Monday, 13 January 2025

RCIA: Tuesday, 14 January 2025
Bible Study: Friday, 31 January 2025
Charismatic Prayer Group: Tuesday, 4 February 2025
Men's Fellowship: Wednesday, 5 February 2025
Youth off the Streets: Friday, 21 February 2025

We wish everyone all the blessings of Christmas
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FULL ORCHESTRA
AND CHOIR
of over 60 musicians

MARK VINCENT
GARY PINTO
Emelina Phillips
Danny & Leila
Abdullah

Supporting the
suffering Church
| in Lebanon, the
" Mo Holy Land &

' \ Ukraine
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ENTRY BY DONATION
kings Essential - Tickets Strictly Limited
ww.carolsforpeace.org
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Celebrate WW Eue Chrisluas /1 st.gefs- Velunleers

ThIS festive season, immerse yourself in the

Come join us for a beautiful celebration of joy of our Christmas Masses!
the birth of Jesus Christ.

We're seeking volunteers tQ contribute their
time and talents to make this: festlve season

extra special.

If you are interested and willing to help
please put your name down on the
volunteer sheets which are located at the
back of the church.

ey Y. ( 9@7&51%{(@&
Celebrate Christmas Eve at Pymble Parish ’\?\6‘//@1(/0/1[/2

with our 5:00 pm Family Mass, where the
: Tk AT OLPS
children will joyfully present the

Nativity Story. Suesclay, 25t December
Sacred Heart & OLPS Church after %"5/””” gz"“/# W ass

3 . .
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* CHRISTMAS EVE.®

° SAUSAGE SIZZLE & CAKE 3%

- Saturday, December 24

< after the 5pm Family Mass

Sacred Heart Church Join us for a festive evening of Port & Cake after the

,.‘ 4 gpm Christmas Eve M SS.

Enjoy a sausage sizzle and cake as we gather to
share the spirit of Christmas with our ©
parish family.

We'd loye your help to make this event extra sweet! If
you can donate a cake please either drop it off Monday
the 23rd or before 4pm on the 24th to the crying rooms

We also need volunteers on the BBQ from 6 to 7pm.

.

Sausage sizzle: $3.50

Cakes & Christmas treats from $3
Christmas Flowers from $5
EFTPOS facilities will be available

We can’t wait to

_ celebrate this

" special evening
with you!

When: Immediately following the gpm Christmas Eve Mass
Where: Sacred Heart Church Hall, Pymble

Let's celebrate the birth of our Lord together!
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SAVE THE DATE

08-1:021.2025 = .
AFTER ng.s P;M'!\nAS"s"AT;'ot;F>§ '

RSVP BY MONDAY 27 JANUARY 2025

PASTORAL
WORKS Broker

Our parish quota for the 2024/2025 Pastoral Works Fund is $36,919, and

we are grateful to have already raised $12,000!

Our Quota 2024/2025
essential initiatives such as
$36,919

This fund supports

CatholicCare, chaplaincies, and
faith education programs that

serve our community.

While our next formal appeal is in
May, we warmly invite parishioners to

continue contributing in the coming

months. Every donation helps us reach )
Raised

9$12,000

our goal.

Thank you for your ongoing generosity.
Together, we can make a lasting

difference!

SACRED HEART
4-2025 ROSTERS A

Sacred Heart Church is Preparing the 2025 Volunteers Roster
We need your help to continue making our parish
vibrant and welcoming!
Current Volunteers
If you are currently on the 2024 roster and would like to continue in
2025, please let us know.

New Volunteers Welcome!
Interested in joining? We'd love to have you! There are many ways
you can contribute:

Readers

Acolytes

Altar Society

Counters

Children's Liturgy
Eucharistic Ministers
Music & Projector Team
Welcome Ministers
Wardens

How to Sign Up or Confirm
» Speak to one of our parish team members after Mass.
» Contact us via email at office@pymblecatholicparish.org.au
« Call the parish office at 02 9144 2702.

Let's work together to make 2025 a wonderful year
for Sacred Heart Church!

Please inform the Parish Office if you have
recently changed your address, phone
number or email. For Parishioners who give
via credit card, please let us know if your
credit card has expired or if you have
changed your card. Thank you!

SPEND TIME WITH OUR LORD
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

We are pleased to announce that the
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
continues at the Divine Mercy Chapel,
located on the right side of our church at
Sacred Heart.

This is a wonderful opportunity to spend
quiet time in prayer and reflection before
our Lord Jesus, truly present in the Blessed
Sacrament.

If you would like to participate, please
contact the Parish Office to be added to the |
roster. Up to four people can attend during
each timeslot, and the available times are listed below.

[

Friday Roster for the Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

8am - 8:45am  Peter 4pm - 5pm Paulette
10am - 11am Lynette S5pm - 6pm Cindy, Marie
11am - 12pm Kate 6pm - 7pm Eric

12pm - 1pm Collette 7pm - 8pm Elzbieta
ipm - 2pm Gerry & Carmen 8pm - 9pm Paul, Rod
2pm - 3pm

3pm-4pm  Jo

“l encourage Christians to visit Christ present
in the Blessed Sacrament regularly, for we are
all called to abide in the presence of God.”

- St. John Paul Il




Every 25 years, the Church declares o Holy Year, a profound gift of groce and

mercy for oll befievers. In this dedicoted Jubllee yeor, experience the journeys

of renowned soints, from St Poul and his
God's word, to St Peter in Rome, Enter the

ampanions who ardently spread

receive the jubiles biessing in the Eternal City

DEPARTS TUESDAY 13 MAY 2025 « 19 DAYS / 15 NIGHTS

Athens (2 nights) » Acropolls « Anclent Corinth « Kalambaka (2) » Meteord « Berea
+ Thessalonikd + Kavala (2) + Anclent Philppi * Patmos (2) + Samars (1) * Kusadast (2)

* Ephesus « Rome - jJublloe (4 nights)

foly Door of St Peter’s Basilica and

Accompanied by

Fr Ireneusz Czech SDS

harvest

Journeys

Atherns

SYMBOLS: (%) Sreaifont, @) Lunch, (0f Dinner

DAY 1: TUESDAY 13 MAY 2025 - DEPART
FOR GREECE

DAY 2: WEDNESDAY 14 MAY - ARRIVE
ATHENS

Athers ooy ks the thrving capital of Greece,
but, more importontly, we have entered into
the wovkd of the New Testornent where S Poul
and his comporions estobished the first
Christian commuunities throughour his four
MSSIONaTY Journeys.

On arrival n Athens we will be met and
transferred to our centrally located hotel

Athens overnight (D)

DAY X THURSDAY 15 MAY - ATHENS AND
ANCIENT CORINTH

Theme: The Athenians & The Corinthians
When St Poul first came fo Ashens it was
predominantly o aly which worshipped pagon
gpods, S Powl was token before the city council
ar the Arecpagus Ml o rough outcrop of
Amestone rock froem which he preached the
Gospel message 1o the Athemion philosophers
(Acts 17:16-21)

We begin our pilgrimage with a tour of
Christian Athens noudng the Acropolis,
the Areopagus where 5t Paul defivered his
famous sermon about the identity of “the
Uniknown God” (Acts 17:15-34), View the
Ancient Agora and the Plaka {Old Greece)
and explore the Parthenon,

Aso see the Kallimérmaro Stadium, dating
Back to 3306C and restored for the farst
modern Oympic Games held here in 1896
Journey out to Ancient Corinth thes
afternoon where tha apostie Paul lived for
Almost two years, teaching the people the

Word of God and converting many, Visit
the ancient ruins and see the uts where he
preached the Gospel from the Rostrum.
See the Peirene fountain, and the 6th
contury BC Temple of Apolio before an
outdoar Mass in this stunning pilgrimage
setting, Finally, we come to Cenchreae,
the ancient poet from where St Paul said
farewed to the believers and departed for
Ephesus (Acts 18:16)

Athers overnight (80)

DAY & FRIDAY 16 MAY - ATHENS TO
KALAMBAKA

Thia morming we begin our day at the
fascinanng Acropolis Museum, buit o
house every artefact found on the rock of
the acropolis and the surrounding slopes.
We continue north today to Meteora and
1o the smal town of Kalambaka budt at the
foot of the majestic grey rocks.

Kalambeko overngix (8D)

DAY 5 SATURDAY 17 MAY - METEORA

Theme: The Monastics

We spend some time today marveding at
this unique phenamenon of nature - 24
perpencicuiar rocks where 600 years ago
Byzamting monks chose to worship God
and bulld their Monastic community of
Meteora. We will st some of these Bang
monasteries and view the extraordinary
collection of priceless refgious frescoes
and other tressures that will make this a
remarkable vse

Enjoy some free Gme this afternoon
Kostomboka overmigie (B0Y

DAY & SUNDAY 18 MAY - KALAMBAKA
TO KAVALA

Theme: The Bereons & The Thessofonions
Today we journey north by coach to
Berea (modern Veria). The “Bema” - an
Impressve monumernt 1o Paul « s belleved

10 ncorporate the steps from the odginal
synagogue from which he preached the
Eospel to the jews, who welcomed the word
of God and began 10 study the Sorgitures
Acts 17:10412)

Continue on to Thessaloniid, Greece's
second city, founded in 315 BC, and where 5t
Paul preached during the winters of 49-50AD
and wrote the dwo episties to the ancient
Thessalonians. it was here that he estabished
the first Christian Church In Europe

Qur viait will incdiude the ramparts of the
city, the triumphal Arch of Galerius, as wel
25 the Rotunda where we can see peeces of
the pulps from which Paul preached, View
the Roman Agora where he also preached
Nearty we shall vise St Demetrios’
Church dedicated 1o & Roman scidier who
converted 1o Christianity and was later
martyred, View its valuable mosalcs and
frescoes before descending ingo the crypt
where we find the remans of some ancent
Roman baths and streets

Continue east along the ancient route

of the Apostie Paul 1o the port city of
Kavala (ancient Neapolis), once named
“Christoupols® after being the first
Europsan city to accept Christianity. It wis
here that 5t Paul, 5t Timothy and St Sdas
first landed from Troas {Acts 16:11), one

of the great moments in the history of
Chriszlanky in Europe.

Kovada overnight (BD)

DAY 7: MONDAY 19 MAY - PHILIPP
Theme: The Philippions

Arise and journey slong the anclert routs of
the Apostie Paul to nearby Philippl, named
after Philip 1L, father of Alexander the

Greae, It was here that S5 Paul won his firs
European convert, a woman named Lydia,
fram the city of Thyatica (Acts 1612.40)

Visi the Baptistery of Lydia for a beaunful
ouedoor Mass on the River Zygaktis

- E—
Houseof HW Mary e,

and renew our Baptismal vows. Visit the
marketplace fwhere 5t Paul and St Slas
were brought before the rulers) and the
cistern which tradition identifies as the place
where X Paul wis imprisoned. In the ancient
theatre we will hear the story of Paul's arrest,
Mprsorement, anNc Miraculous reease.
Remainder of the afierncon at leisure
rust back at our hotet

Kovalo overmight (BD)

DAY & TUESDAY 20 MAY - KAVALA TO
PATMOS

Today we are transferred to the akport foe
aur fight to Athens, On armval we will be
tramsferred directly to the Athenian port of
Piraeus 1o embark our boat transfers to the
Dodecaness island of Patmes, where 5t john
the Beloved wrote the Book of Revelation.

island of Potmos cvernight (80)

DAY 9 WEDNESDAY 21 MAY - PATMOS DAY
Theme: The Potmosians

Lying between the islands of Laros and
fkaria i the ‘ascetic shaped' Patmos, called
the Jerusalem of the Aegean’ due to the
overwheldming atmosphere of the sland
during the great celebratons of Chriszianity.
We begn our day with a wallong tour of the
main sguare of the vitage of Chora. This

5 the traditional sectiement and capital of
PMM(‘}!, where the narrow streets were
designed to ward off pvates over the
centuries. Ascend to the Monastery of

St John the Beloved, 2 huge fortress-like
buliding dating from the 11th century, fora
vasit and celebration of Mass,

Our exploration of tha Iving manastery wil
culmenate wih tme in the actuaf Cave of
Revelation where God chose to reveal 1o
St john the mysteries of the last book of the
Bble - the Apocalypse

The cave s now ot the oot of the monastery,
which houses priceless icons and

manuscripes, sacred refics, and vestments
embroided with siver or goki threads and
bejeweled with pracious Sones.

Later continue to the active Convent of
Evangelismos (Annunciation) buit by

the hieromonk Nikiphoros who was cured
from the plague after praying to 5t Luke the
Evangeist. Visit the Convent of Zoodochos
Pigi with icons gating from the 16th t the
18th century., Fnully, we will enjoy a thort
scenic tour of the siand.

Iskand of Patmes overnighe (809

DAY 10: THURSDAY 22 MAY - PATMOS TO
SAMOS

Today, we depart Pacmos by ferry and
make our way 10 the picturesgue island of
Samos, nestied in the beart of the Asgean
Sea. Renowned for its lush landscapes,
prisboe waters, and rich ancent heritage, &
15 a destination of both natural beauty and
spiritual signfficance

Isiond af Samas overnight (80}

DAY 11: FRIDAY 23 MAY - SAMOS TO
KUSADAS!

Depart Sarmos by ferry to Kusadasl doceway
0 Ephesus and the Churches of Revelation.
On armval in Kusadasi we will be met

and trarsferred by coach to our centraly
located hotel

Nesodasi overnight (BD)

DAY 12: SATURDAY 24 MAY - EPHESUS

Theme: The Ephesions

We travel directly to Ephesus this moming,
the mast famaus of the Seven Churches

of Revelation (Rev 2:1-7) where St Paul
spent more than 1wo years in the courss of
him thied méssionary journey, It was to the
Ohristian community of Ephesus that St Paul
wrote his greatest and mast chalenging
letter {the epistie 1o the Ephesians) and also
succeeded in comverting many awary from

worship of the god Artemis

Our vist today will indiude the ruins

where St Paul Iived and preached. See

the prison of St Paul walk through the
ancient marble streets founded in the 10mM
century BC and see this most ‘complete’
Roman oty providing wus with an excelient
window Imo imperial Rome. Pass the
Temple of Hadrian, the Library of
Celsus, the enormous amphitheatre (Acts
19:29-31), and finally come to the runs of
the Christian Basilica where the ™irg
Ecumenical Councll took place n 431AD, and
where Our Lady was prodaimec “Mother of
God". We ascend the Ml 1o the Mouse of the
Virgin Mary where It is said Mary spent the
later years of her ife. We celebrate our group
Mass here in one of the chapeks. Fnally, we
vist the restored remains of the 6th century
Basilica of St john at Celeuk where a small
church was originadly bullt over the tomb of
St john the Evangestist.

Kusodos! overnight (BD)

DAY 13: SUNDAY 25 MAY - FLY TURXEY
TO ROME*

Thiss morming, we set out towards lzmir,
once the site of ancient Smyrna, one of
the Seven Churches of Revelation (Rev 2.8-
11). This was hame to a vely Christian
tommunity under the pastoral care of ns
bishop - the saintly Polycarp. Alter Mass,
we are transferred to fzmir airport for our
flight to Rome, the Exernal Gy, rich in the
tradivions of our Church, and the focus of
many jubilee Holy Year activities.

Upon arrival in Rome, we will be met and
transferred to cur accommodation

Rome overnght (BD)

The Jubllee Year 15 a time for the farfful ro
renew thelr commitment ond strengthen thelr
refotionsip weh God. & & akso a time fov

CONTINUED ~

Cothoiics to come together 0s o communiy ond
to cefebrote their fath. The 2025 jubikee Yeor 5
sure 1o be o mermocable and meoningful event
Jor peogie around the worky to be blessed ond
refreshed for the méssion that fies before vt
*Please note the minerary M Rome i dependent
upon the Jubiee clecumstonces and octivities
and may be subject to chonge.

DAY 1& MONDAY 26 MAY - ROME -
CELEBRAYING THE YEAR OF JUBILEE 2025*

After breakfast at the hotel, transfer to

St Peter's Basilica for Mass. Then we viut
the Vatican Museums, home to one of

the world's greatest art collections, and
Michelangeio's breathtaking Sistine Chapel.
Then, we are back at St Peter's Basilica

for a guided tour of the largest church In
Christendom, bult over his tomb, where we
can spend a few moments to pray at the
tomb of late Fope john Paul IL

This afternoon enjoy a walidng tour of the
historical centre of Rome. See some of the
most famous sites in the Eternal Cay - the
Pantheon {outside), the Spanish Staps,
Trovi Fountain, Piazza Navona, Piazza
Venezia, the Colosseum [outsicle).

Rome overnghr (80)

DAY 15 TUESDAY 27 MAY - ROME JUBILEE*

The journey this afternoon will take us o

the majestic Basilica of St Paul Outside

the Walls. Oniginally consecrated In 324, the
saNYs tomb i3 visibie now under the Papal
Altar. We wil celebrate Mass here a5 a special
tribate to the Church’s groatest evangelst
Continue then along the sncent Applan
Way. the oldest road from Roman times to

BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES

the ancient Catacombs for a memorable
Fuided tour to manvel at these underground
burial tunnels for Christians and Hebrews,
Rovne overnyght (BO)

DAY 16: WEDNESDAY 28l MAY - ROME
JuBILEE*

We will return to the Vatican and join

with pigrims from around the world for a
memoratie General Audience with Pope
Francis fsubject to the Pope’s presance in Rome),
We continue on this afternoon with Mass
and a vist of the iImpressive St Mary Major
Basilica, followed by the Basilica of St john
In Lateran, the first papsl resdence.
Adacent are the Holy Stairs, which ware
brought from jerusalem to Rome in 326AD
by 5 Helena. From here we visit the Basilica
of Santa Croce in Gerusalemme with s
extracedinary collection of refics from the
Holy Land

Rame overmight (80)

DAY 17: THURSDAY 29 MAY - DEPART ROME

Enjoy free time unttl your transfer to the
arpore. (B)

DAY 18: FRIDAY 30 MAY - IN TRANSIT

DAY 19: SATURDAY 31 MAY - ARRIVE HOME

ATIA

Alexandria BC

NSW

TOUR COOE 25118

STARTS Tumsclay, 13 My 2025
FINISES Saturday, 31 May 2028

AR & LIND AUD 55430 (T Share) *
SINGLEROOM  AUD $2260 Supplemen
PREPAID TIPS ALID $240 Fer Persat

* Conts Aowe been Dovedd o peioes o8 it Novesber

| 00 ovad mrst rermos sutiect 1o possibile chonge
| i the event of sgrafcont exchonge rote seriotions,
| eirftare o o Increces o L group se

| foctors beyood Horvest's control. Refer @ Marvest
1 Bookwy Terms & Conditons fov move deles
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Sy « Onvesay Sconamy Tl group ovfere
Gmrntordul fome

ACCOMMODATION & MEALS: Samad on repusable
focor 34 5w superir hotelk or guolty

Nouses oo appiicatie « Meoh ax speciied i owrary
TOUNNING & TRANTFORTATION: Debire A
Comtoned Coach fowring + Professiona’ Loosl
Guidies + Siphtzeoing and Envronee Fees

OVHER: fedly Exconed &y Priest Chapkon +
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Liturgy of the Word

!
| :Q_,—_ Third Sunday of Advent

Year C

Entrance Antiphon Philippians 4:4-5

Rejoice in the Lord always; again | say, rejoice.
Indeed, the Lord is near.

First Reading Zephaniah 3:14-18

A reading from the prophet Zephaniah

Shout for joy, daughter of Zion, Israel, shout
aloud! Rejoice, exult with all your heart, daughter
of Jerusalem! The Lord has repealed your
sentence; he has driven your enemies away. The
Lord, the king of Israel, is in your midst; you have
no more evil to fear. When that day comes, word
will come to Jerusalem: Zion, have no fear, do not
let your hands fall limp. The Lord your God is in
your midst, a victorious warrior. He will exult with
joy over you, he will renew you by his love; he will
dance with shouts of joy for you as on a day of
festival.

Responsorial Psalm Is 12:2-6 R.v.6

(R.) Cry out with joy and gladness: for among
you is the great and Holy One of Israel.

1. Truly, God is my salvation,
| trust, | shall not fear.
For the Lord is my strength, my song,
he became my saviour.
With joy you will draw water (R.)

2. Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his
name!
Make his mighty deeds known to the
peoples!
Declare the greatness of his name. ’What
marvels the Lord worked for them!’ (R.)

3. Singapsalm to the Lord
for he has done glorious deeds,
make them known to all the earth!
People of Zion, sing and shout for joy
for great in your midst is the Holy One
of Israel. (R.)

Second Reading  Philippians 4:4-7

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Philippians

| want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord;
| repeat, what | want is your happiness. Let your
tolerance be evident to everyone: the Lord is very
near. There is no need to worry; but if there is
anything you need, pray for it, asking God for it
with prayer and thanksgiving, and that peace of
God, which is so much greater than we can
understand, will guard your hearts and your
thoughts, in Christ Jesus.

Gospel Acclamation Isaiah 61:1 (Lk 4:18)

Alleluia, alleluia!

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;

he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.
Alleluia!

Gospel Luke 3:10-18

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Luke

When all the people asked John, ‘What must we
do?’ he answered, ‘If anyone has two tunics he
must share with the man who has none, and the
one with something to eat must do the same.’
There were tax collectors too who came for
baptism, and these said to him, ‘Master, what
must we do?’ He said to them, ‘Exact no more
than your rate.” Some soldiers asked him in their
turn, ‘What about us? What must we do?’ He
said to them, ‘No intimidation! No extortion! Be
content with your pay!’

A feeling of expectancy had grown among the
people, who were beginning to think that John
might be the Christ, so John declared before
them all, ‘I baptise you with water, but someone
is coming, someone who is more powerful than
| am, and | am not fit to undo the strap of his
sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit
and fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand to
clear his threshing-floor and to gather the
wheat into his barn; but the chaff he will burnin
a fire that will never go out.” As well as this,
there were many other things he said to exhort
the people and to announce the Good News to
them.

Gospel Reflection

Meditation: Why did thousands come out to
hear John the Baptist preach? And what was so
unusual about his message? When John the
Baptist appeared on the public scene and began
to prophesy the whole nation of Israel took
notice. It had been many hundreds of years
since a prophet had spoken out and performed
signs in the land of Israel. John broke the long
silence with the sudden announcement that the
Messiah (God's Anointed One) was about to
appear. God had long ago promised his people
through the patriarchs of the old covenant
(Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob), and through the
prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Zephaniah, etc.) and
rulers of Israel (Moses, David), that he would
send them a Redeemer who would save them
from their sins, free them from oppression, fill
them with the joy of his presence (Zephaniah
3:17), and bring them his everlasting kingdom of
peace and righteousness.

John brought 'good news' to the people
The people recognized that John was an
extraordinary man of God and a true prophet
who spoke in God's name. They came out to
hear the "good news" (Luke 3:18) which he
preached to them. And they willingly submitted
to his baptism of repentance at the River Jordan
where he preached. John's task was to wake
people up from spiritual sleep and indifference,
and to turn them back to hear God's voice and
obey his commandments. John wanted the
people to be in a good place to receive the
Messiah and follow him.

Luke mentions two groups in particular who
came to John for spiritual renewal - tax
collectors and Jewish soldiers who belonged
to the Roman peace-keeping force. Both
groups were regarded as being spiritually unfit
and unclean by the Jewish authorities and
were treated as outcasts. John welcomed
them with open arms along with all the
multitude of people who came to hear the
"good news" and be baptized in the cleansing
waters of the River Jordan.

John's message of repentance

John's message of renewal and repentance
was very practical. He told the people three
things: First, every follower of God must share
what they possess (their personal goods and
resources) with their neighbors, especially
with those who lacked the basic necessities of
life. John recognized that this was a key duty
for every individual and an outward expression
of the great commandment to love one's
neighbor as oneself (Leviticus 19:18).

Second, John pointed out the sacred duty to
give each and every person what is their due
and to not take from them what rightfully
belongs to them. God commands that each
person be treated with respect and that honor
be given where honor is due. John told the tax
collectors that they must not coerce people to
pay more tax money than what was rightfully
due. (Tax collectors often made handsome
profits for themselves by overcharging other
people.) John instructed soldiers to not abuse
their authority or power to compel people to
give or do things for them beyond what was
rightful and their due. (It was not uncommon
for soldiers to abuse their position to force
people to carry their heavy equipment for
them or to rob them of their goods.) John did
not tell them to leave their profession, but to
be good, honest, and respectful soldiers.

And thirdly, John exhorted his listeners to be
content with what they had and to avoid
coveting (wrongfully desiring or acquiring)
what belonged to others. John basically called
the people to turn back to God and to walk in
his way of love and righteousness.

© SERVANTS OF THE WORD 2024

Please scan the
QR Code to watch
Father Irek’s
Homily
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Pymble Parish Roster 21 & 22 December 2024

Sacred Heart Sunday Sunday
(Pymble) 9:30am 6pm
Acolytes E. Leahy T McLeod
Altar Servers A &T De Souza W Rusak
Readers R Pazniewski L Menzies
Altar Society 21 December: Jo & Carmel
Counters 22 December: P Ward /T Ryan/ M Boland
OLPS Saturday Sunday
(West Pymble) 5:00pm 8:00am
Acolytes J Pease D DeSousa
Altar Servers A Pease E & M Rothemund
Readers D Stephenson M Walz
Altar Cloth 21 December:

Children’s Corner

Gaudete Sunday

WV lzawlleZ

= HSTZINS

The third Sunday in Advent is called
Gaudete Sunday; the Sunday of Joy!
Draw a picture of something you can
do to bring joy into the lives of others
during this week of Advent.

Water is used in the sacrament of Baptism as a symbol of
life and purity. Below there are clues to six hidden words
that are all symbols used in Baptism and Mass.

A

{

il
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G FAY 1 HIQEK
FTMW)] OQGW
D GPVZZUF.I
Z GWATETRIN
Z G X PKFTR RE
QE S LUQHEN
QDKCROS S X
QAQKUGHMEB
NCANDLTETB )
B HBRTEADTDRQ

John, the son of Zecheriah baptized people in the River Jordan to prepare them for the
arrival of God’s chosen one, Jesus. Draw John baptizing one of the people in the river.

John the Baptist had great respect for Jesus. He told people,
“Someone more powerful is going to come, and | am not good
enough even to untie his sandals.” Write down in the chell
how you can show your respect for Jesus.
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TURRAMURRA LAWYERS

*Wills *Deceased Estates
*Sale/Purchase of +Probate

Property *Power Of Attorney
*Retirement Village

Contracts

029174 5744
info@turramurralawyers.cg

www.turramurralawyers.

Advertise your
business or service

Contact the Parish Office
02 9144 2702
office@pymblecatholicparish.org.au

ALLEN EATHER PROPERTY WASH

Renew your homes appearance.

A professional ‘soft wash’ removal of mould,
surface and ingrained grime and cobwebs from all
exterior surfaces.

We also high pressure clean pathways, pool
surrounds and driveways.

10% discount to Pymble Parishioners

Please call Alan Eather
0411 212 068
for an obligation free quote
alan@propertywash.net.au

Tom Fransen Plumbing

Leaks & Drips
Blocked Drains
Cistern Repairs

Tap Replacement
Advice or a Price

SENIORS DISCOUNT

02 9440 4963
plmoortomfransen@gmail.com

Judith Agusti Guitar
Studies

Classical & Contemporary guitar
lessons at my Killara studio.

AMEB exams optional.
For children (9+) & adults.
20+ years teaching experience.

Lic. 81079C
EST. x 1999

KU RING GAI

PROJECTS
Bathrooms-Decks-Pergolas

For all carpentry needs,
call Paul on 0411 393 183
email: info@krggroup.com.au
Lic No: 290071C

ﬂKu—ring-Gai Projects

ngry & Carr

’
Puttm
‘ﬁ We strive to build meaningful and la
<
.

Qmso mnhct us on

P~
/|

eople First

2 egrinections with our families and community

A\mu.ulmn owned d|§ family operated.

266 588 (24 hours)

direct ordgregoryan dearr.com.au

_ www.gng(ryandcarr.can.au

Gordon ‘um- M.-m Noeth Ryde Narth Strathfield
B50 Pacific Highway 355 Pittwaler Road 1747 Putwater Road 14 Delhi Road 100 Coneord Road
Geordoa 2072 Brook VQ “x)‘mn Vilt 2103 Macquarie Pack 2113 North Strathfield 2137
498 4455 1522 9888 2203 G746 %66

The Pymble Parish wee

Saturday

kend Mass schedule is

9:00am at Our Lady of Perpetual Succour

5:00pm at Our Lady of Perpetual Succour

Sunday

8:00am at Our Lady of Perpetual Succour

9:30am at Sacred Heart
6:00pm at Sacred Heart

Ashestos Diseases Compensation
Wills and Estate
Personal Injury Specialists

Turner
Freeman

LAWYERS

02 8833 2500
1300 418 283
www.turnerfreeman.com.au

Tond ont gy

Gét Catholic
Answers

Search the world's largest database of answers
about the beliefs and practices of the Catholic faith.
Learn more about Catholicism through articles,
books, videos and more.

Get Why We're Catholic - the ONE book

can give ANYONE! | LEARN MORE

Do you have a question about the
Catholic faith? Go to catholic.com and
type in your question. You will have the
answer straight away.
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